
A.B.A.T.E. OF HELENA 
Minutes for Chapter Meeting of May 29, 2008 

 
 Coordinator John Berry called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at the Eagles. 
 
.   There were 36 members present at the meeting. 
 
 A moment of silence was held for our fallen brothers and sisters. 
 

The minutes from the last meeting were mailed out.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes.  The mo-
tion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s report – Jean Zimmerman gave the Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the re-
port.  The motion passed. 

  
 Membership:  Jean Schiller reported that there are 96 active members and 25 members that have expired.  A reminder 
will be sent out reminding folks that their membership has expired.  . 
 
Business: 

Membership Drive & Appreciation BBQ – Andrea Schepp reported that John Gilliespie is working on the Membership 
Drive.  It will be June 14th.  There will be a poker run with the BBQ at Hellgate. 

 
Memorial Run – Jim Smith reported that the Memorial Run will be held June 21, 2008.  Sign up will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

at the Motherlode.  Stops include the Motherlode; Fishtail – Townsend; Mint Bar – White Sulphur; Loading Zone – Great Falls; 
Wagon Wheel – Choteau; Buckhorn – Augusta; Oasis – Wolf Creek and final stop at York.  The cost is $25 and covers the poker 
run, food (catered by Chili O’Brien’s) music by Flathead 45 and camping at York.  If you choose to only participate in the run it 
is $10 and food only is $10,  Questions, please contact Jim at 227-3347. 

 
Website – Jim Smith reported that the website is up and running.  Please check the site out at Abatemt.com.  The site 

includes games, music, pictures, etc.  “Thank you Jim & Teddy for all your hard work.” 
 
Fall Closure – We are looking for a chairperson for the Fall Closure.  If we do not have someone volunteer by the end of 

July, the Fall Closure will not happen. 
 
Ride to the Dome – The Ride to the Dome was a huge success.  We had 2 riders from Missoula (Carl & Gertie) come 

over for the Military Dedication to Fallen Soldiers and the speakers as well as the presentation of $5,000 to TV’s for Vets.  Fri-
day night included a free taco bar and music at the Eagles.  Saturday was breakfast at the Buzz Inn, a ride through town (around 
60 bikes) and then a poker run.  There were 58 hands on the poker run.  The festivities ended at the Eagles Saturday night with 
music by Gramaphat.  All events were open to the public. 

We would like to thank everyone who helped make this a success…John Gilliespie (Taco John’s); Scotty & Anita; Mike 
Anderson; Rachel Ihnot; Jackie Williams and the Eagle’s. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Harley Raffle – John awarded checks to the top Harley ticket sellers.  First place went to Dennis Cotton ($150); 

second to Nadene Mastrangelo ($75); and a tie for third and fourth going to Dennis Valderines ($50) and Gary Schiller 
($50). 

 
Scholarship – Robin is still working on distributing the scholarship forms to the various bike shops and DVM.  

Marina Little volunteered to help Robin with this.  There are a total of seven scholarships awarded per year – 5 non mem-
bers and 2 members. 

Gary Schiller reported that he looked into the possibility of the Chapter booking a class.  We need to book at 
least six of the twelve slots in either the advanced or basic.  A show of hands indicated that we have over 12 interested 
folks for the basic class.  A motion was then made and seconded that “if we can fill the beginner class then let’s book it.”  
The motion passed.  Gary will be in charge of booking a class for the Chapter 

Discussion continued and another motion was made “to have the education fund pay 50% of the cost of those 
attending and those folks benefiting from this will not be eligible for the scholarships.”   The motion was seconded and 
passed. 

 
Memorial Day Parade – The chapter participated in the East Helena Memorial Day Parade.  There were about 25 

bikes in the parade.  A big “thank you” to Darla Berry for taking on the task of calling every member on the membership 
list to get the word out on our participation. 

John asked folks if they were interested in participating in other parades and if so which parades.  It was decided 
that we would just go month by month and see what parades were taking place.  If we want to participate we will get the 
forms to register. 

 
Capital City Carry The Torch Run – Karen invited folks to participate in the Special Olympics Carry the Torch 

Poker run which will be held August 16, 2008.  Registration starts at 10:00 a.m. at the Town Pump on Helena Avenue.  
The run ends at Pioneer Park in Helena with a BBQ, live music and great prizes. 

 
Fox & Hound Run – Marina Little invited folks to come up to Great Falls for the 2nd annual Fox & Hound Run 

on June 14, 2008.  The meeting will start at 10:00 with the run following at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Calendar of Events:  The following is a list of set and tentative dates for rides and events: 
6/13-14 – Snake Pit Run – Clinton, Montana 
6/14 – Membership Drive & Appreciation BBQ 
6/21 – Memorial Run – 9:00 a.m. – Motherlode 
6/26-28 – State Hog – Great Falls 
7/27 – Classic & Muscle Car & Bike Show – Lincoln 
8/16 – Matt Guthrie Poker Run- Townsend 
8/16 – Special Olympics – Poker Run - Helena 
 
 
 
Political Updates: None 

  
Fun Bucket:  Andrea Schepp won the fun bucket.  It was $15.00.  Andrea donated the funds back to the Chap-

ter. 
  

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
  
 NEXT MEETING:  June 26, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the EAGLES on Fee Street, Helena 

 
 
 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Remember there is a Calendar of 
Events on the website located at 

www.ABATEMT.com.�

 
 

RIDES & RUNS 
 

2008 
Provided by 

The Leather Store and More… 
Helena 

 
Check out other websites for Events: 

  
  www.abatemt.com   Helena 
  www.beartoothharley.com  Billings & Red Lodge 
  www.bmwmoa.org 

www.bigskyharley.com  Great Falls 
  www.cmamt.com   Montana 
  www.helenacycle.com  Helena 

www.leathermontana.com  Helena-Click on Rides/Runs- 
           then link 

  www.lets-ride.com     
  www.MotorcycleEvents.com 
  www.mtharley.com   Missoula 
  www.outdoorms.com  Helena 
  www.rocknrod.com   National-Montana-Hot Rod  
             Shows 

www.thunderbolth-d.com  Butte 
  www.VigilanteWings.org  Helena  
  www.womenonwheels.org/ Helena 
  www.yellowstoneharley.com Belgrade 
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The Great American Championship Motorcycle Hill Cli mb – the oldest, richest and largest extreme western-style 
hill climb in the United States.  420 feet of sheer bentonite, 10-second rides, 10,000 fans and 600 riders – picture bull rid-
ing, take it vertical, put a 87° wall at the end and replace the bull with a 1200cc motorcycle and you have one of the best 
shows around.   July 25-27 

Alive After Five  – street dance in historic Billings, live music, live and machine gambling, great food and cold 
beverages. July 30  

Rally Headquarters  – MetraPark’s Chiesa Plaza will be filled with more live music, vendors, food and entertain-
ment.  Stop in and find a hotel, decide where to ride and meet your friends.  August 1-2 

Flat Track  – racing on the 1/8 mile under the lights.   August 1 

AMA Grand National Flat Track  - August 2  – Get your flat track fix at the 
MetraPark Raceway’s ½ mile oval.  See the best riders in the country putting on a handle bar to handle bar, 
bumping, drafting, breath stopping show.  How smooth is fast! 

Visit www.ridethebigsky.com for more information on  area at-
tractions, discounted hotels and ticket availabilit y.  
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Please note:  We are still accepting vendors (motor cycle parts and add-ons, 
leathers, riding gear, sunglasses, clothing, artist s, etc) for August 1-2 .  Our 
prices are great, our space is unlimited and our pe ople are friendly.  This is a 
great way to capture people before the hoopla in St urgis.  Call Julia at 406-
656-9960 for more information . 



 

Support our Business Members 
 

Leather Store – Lonnie & Robin Morgan 
 

Ancient Art – Custom Tile – Jim Mastrangelo 
 

Real Estate of Montana – Nadene Mastrangelo 
 

Caird Boatworks—Alan Kallio 
 

Clarco Storage - Matt Venetz 
 

R&B Productions – Ben & Shelley Juvan 
 

Ortloff Bros, A.R.S 
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Remember there is a Calendar of 
Events on the website located at 

www.ABATEMT.com.�
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