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A.B.A.T.E. of Montana

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education

STATE MEETING MINUTES
 Saturday March 27, 2010

Billings, MT

Bones/Sports Page/Doc N Eddy’s
State Meeting Opening:  Call to order by Coordinator, Larry Myran at: 1:20 PM
Chapter Roll Call:  Chapters either present or represented by proxy were:  Helena – Present, Hi-Line – Present, Houndstooth – Present, Lower Yellowstone – Present, Northern, Present, Prairie Riders – Present.  Absent was the South East Chapter.  
Officers’ Roll Call:  Present were:  Coordinator – Larry Myran, State Deputy Coordinator – Gary Schiller,  State Secretary – Linda Baldwin, State Treasurer – Rod Comer, State Membership Secretary – Jean Schiller .
Quorum Present:
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by a moment of silence for our lost and downed brothers and sisters.  
Introduction of Officers and Audience:  Larry Myran, Coordinator, Gary Schiller, Deputy Coordinator, Linda Baldwin, State Secretary, Rod Comer, State Treasurer, Jean Schiller, State Membership Secretary,   Chapter Representatives were:  Lower Yellowstone; Randy Baldwin &  Kevin Thompson.  Helena Chapter;   Mike Smith, & Jean Zimmerman Olson.  Hi-Line Chapter; Bill Arvin.  Prairie Riders; Steve Price.  Northern; Glen Fengstad.  Houndstooth:  Rich “Peanut” Mundt and Mike Lara “OHO”.  
Secretary’s Report:  Linda Baldwin read the September 12, 2009 meeting minutes.   
 Corrections:  Rod Comer noted the ads in the Montana Biker Magazine MUST be paid for out of the General Fund.  
Gary Schiller made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected, 2nd by Rod Comer, Motion approved.

Treasurer’s Report:  Rod Comer gave the report.  
Membership Report:  Given by Jean Schiller, State Membership Secretary.  We have 305 current members.   Current Chapter Memberships are:

Helena: 48 Members

Hi-Line: 24 Members

Houndstooth: 1 Member

Lower Yellowstone: 192 Members

Northern: 1 Member

Prairie Riders: 26 Members

Southeastern: 1 Member
Southwest:  8 Members

State:  4 Members

Newsletter Report:  Linda Baldwin PLEADED with the Chapters to please send her some newsletter information.  Without the Chapters writing articles, there is NO newsletter.  The LY Chapter is still in place to pay for the next State ABATE Newsletter.  Linda needs articles.  Linda reminded everyone that the Newsletter is another tool in recruiting NEW members.
MMSAC Report:  Randy Baldwin reported that MSU-Northern has hired a new Director, and his name is Rob Davis.  The last “official” meeting that the MMSAC held was in 2005.  Rob hopes to have more meetings in the near future…just as soon as he is settled into his new position.  Randy Baldwin’s position on this MMSAC expires in 2011.  Rod Comer asked Randy if Randy would be interested in serving past 2011 and Randy replied “YES”.  
Products Report:  CJ Erhardt submitted his report, and Rod Comer distributed it during this meeting.  Rod again displayed the flags & poles we have for sale.  Rod said he sold 3 Digital Flags.  

State Events Report:  Larry Myran stated “nothing is in the works” at this time.  He reminded us of our discussion on the Ride & Roll Summer Long Dice Run Passport. Seems that has not taken off.  Larry did visit a bit about the ABATE of Idaho’s Biker Friendly Businesses.  After discussion Larry asked that EVERY Chapter obtain 10 to 15 Biker Friendly Businesses within their Chapters’ 50 mile radius.  These can be motels, restaurants, biker shops, biker novelty stores, bars, gas stations, etc.  Any business that is Biker Friendly should be included.  The Chapters will design their own ‘MAPS” and eventually this will merge into a state wide Ride & Roll Summer, hopefully for 2011.  
To begin with:  The map will be a 3 fold 81/2” X 11” in size.  
The Chapters need to initialize this “individually”.  Information such as What is ABATE, how to join ABATE, facts about Safety Riding, facts about cell phone usage related to motorcycle accidents, ABATE Chapters in the area and how to contact the Chapter, etc.  Glen Fengstad will gather more safety information and send it to Linda for Linda to send out to all of the Chapters.  “IF” a business has a spring/summer or fall activity such as a 
dance, or a poker run, etc. we should list that on the maps as well.  Or if a lodging facility will give a discount to a Biker perhaps that should/could be on the map too.  
Larry envisions the map to reflect the 10 to 15 Businesses that have paid to support the Biker Friendly Businesses along with the information mentioned above about how to join ABATE, etc. listed on one side.  The other side of the Map will list the Businesses…how to get to the Businesses…possibly by using Map Quest.  

Bill Arvin asked if we could put something about this on the ABATE web page.  Linda will look into that.  Glen Fengstad asked if Montana Tourism has money to help us promote the “Biker Friendly Businesses” in Montana.  Larry & Gary said that perhaps once we get the “Your Guide to Biker Friendly Businesses” up and going, we could show it to the Montana Tourism Committee and ask for funding.  
COST for being a part of the “Biker Friendly Businesses: is:  $25.00 for a Business Card Sized Ad, and $10.00 if the business only wants their name mentioned.  This will be titled:  “Your Guide to Biker Friendly Businesses”
Deadline is May 15, 2010.  All maps with businesses listed are to be submitted to Larry Myran.  Larry is going to write up something about what we’re all going to be working on, and he will send that out to all of the Chapters ASAP.  
Safety & Awareness Report:  Carl Lawson was not at the meeting to give a report.  The Helena Chapter will once again be sponsoring the Ride to the Dome on May 1st…weather permitting.
Correspondence & Communication:  None

OLD BUSINESS
IRS Status:  Rod Comer:  said we’re good for 2007/2008 with the IRS.  Regarding the filing for 2009 Rod said he is waiting for some information from the South East, South West and LY Chapters.  Randy Baldwin asked what information is needed from the LY Chapter.  Rod said he needs the yearly itemized and categorized report to give to the accountant.  Randy will visit with Mike Brooks, LY Treasurer, about this.  
Randy Baldwin asked which Chapters paid, and what amount did the pay, to cover the 2007 & 2008 IRS tax filings (for both the General Fund and the Education Fund), which amounted to: $2,210.56.  Rod Comer said:  LY Chapter paid $654.48, Prairie Riders paid $116.64 and Helena paid $200.00.  The State Chapter paid the balance.  
Randy Baldwin asked Rod Comer to explain how he came up with the formula which was used to decide which Chapters owed what amount of money.  Rod said he basically used the formula used when paying for Regional Representatives, as is written in the State By-Laws.  Mike Smith asked if the Accountant was paid in full.  Rod Comer said “YES”.   
Glen Fengstad said historically we never envisioned the IRS requiring a “Not for Profit” paying into the IRS.
Larry Myran brought up a good point…membership recruitment.  The only way the State’s General Fund is going to increase is to have more members.  Chapters NEED to do something to increase their Chapter memberships, Hold membership drives?  Hopefully we can garner up new members with the “Biker Friendly Businesses” campaign.  Gary Schiller asked about the possibility of $11.00 vs. $10.00 goes to the State?  Some discussion about raising the membership fee took place.  However it boils down to the fact that ABATE Chapters NEED to increase their membership.  
We need to look at the IRS Taxes as being a permanent bill to the Accountant year to year.  The 2009 taxes are due by April 15, 2010.  How much will it cost each Chapter?  Rod Comer doesn’t know yet.  It depends upon how much the Accountant charges us.
Gary Schiller made a motion for Chapters with 20 or more members to pay ½ of the State’s Tax Accounting Bill every year, based on the end of year (12-31-of said years) membership percentage.  Steve Price seconded.  State Chapter will pay ½ of the tax accounting bill every year, and the Chapters will pay the other ½ based upon their membership.  Motion approved.  

Linda Baldwin extended her sincere thanks to Rod Comer for working so diligently in getting ABATE in line with the accountant and IRS.  





NEW BUSINESS
Nomination of Officers:  Officer Positions up for nomination are:  State Coordinator, State Deputy Coordinator and State Secretary.  The nomination Committee consists of Rod Comer and Jean Schiller, and one representative from every Chapter.  Nominations will be accepted until the end of May, 2010.  The slate of candidates shall appear in the State Meeting Minutes and State Newsletter.  Voting will take place in June, with the new Officers being seated in July, 2010.
Larry Myran nominated Rich “Peanut” Mundt for Coordinator.  Rich thanked Larry for the nomination, however has declined to run.

Rod Comer nominated:  Larry Myran for Coordinator, Gary Schiller for Deputy Coordinator and Linda Baldwin as State Secretary.  

If there are other nominations, those names need to be submitted to Rod Comer or Jean Schiller by May 31, 2010.  

Linda Baldwin presented the ABATE of North Dakota’s 2010 Riding Schedule.  It has business sponsors listed on the back side of the schedule.  It was printed on 8 ½ X 11” paper, then shrunk down, folded and able to carry in a persons back pocket, wallet or purse.  Linda has ABATE of Montana’s riding schedules on the ABATE Website.  Robin Morgan with the Helena Chapter has already set up something similar to this.  Linda reminded everyone to check out the website:  mtabate.com
Bulk Mailing Permit:  Rod Comer asked if the State Chapter still wants to pay the Bulk Mailing Permit for the State Newsletter to be mailed out of Glendive, MT.  The LY Chapter has done the printing, sorting and mailing of the newsletter for a number of years.  At one time the Hi-Line Chapter expressed interest in taking over this job.  Rod Comer asked that the Hi-Line Chapter submit information for the printing costs so they can be considered for the Bulk Mailing Permit – mailing of the State Newsletter for 2011.  One of the perks of being an ABATE member is receiving a physical newsletter.  The LY Chapter is going to donate the printing of the next State ABATE Newsletter.  
Linda Baldwin made a motion to pay the Bulk Mailing Permit for the Lower Yellowstone Chapter/Glendive continue being responsible for the mailing of the State Newsletter.  Seconded by Kevin Thompson.  Motion passed.

Journey for Freedom:  Rod Comer asked if the State wanted to sponsor the Journey for Freedom ride this year.  After discussion Linda Baldwin made a motion to NOT sponsor the event this year, Rod Comer Seconded…Motion Carried.

Mailing of ABATE Membership Cards:  Rod Comer brought up the possibility of purchasing the number 11 envelopes, having BOSS print them to read:  Our State ABATE Logo, State Address, Attention Your ABATE Membership Card is Inside, for mailing out the ABATE membership cards.  Currently people receive their blue ABATE membership cards in envelopes marked AIM.  Consequently they are not opening up the envelopes to see that their ABATE Membership card is in there.  Cost from Boss is: 1,000 envelopes for $154.90 or 1,500 envelopes for $218.80.  
Glen Fengstad, AIM/NCOM Representative said he would visit with the AIM Office to have them send out our ABATE Membership Cards in blank envelopes. 
Consensus was at this time to NOT purchase envelopes, because our General Fund account is low on funds.  
AIL (American Income Insurance): Rod Comer reminded everyone that another “perk” for being an ABATE Member is this $3,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment Benefit, free of charge.  AIL is again asking for labels of our membership to mail out their new updates.  Rod reminded people to watch for the letter, and “IF” you do not want anyone from AIL to make contact with you, DO NOT send the card in for further insurance coverage’s.  “IF” someone is contacting you, get their name and contact Rod Comer, who will then contact their Regional Office.  
Chapter Updates
Helena Chapter:  Mike Smith is the new Coordinator.  Their ride schedule thus far is:  4/3/10 – Polar Bear Run, 4/30/10 & 5/1/10 the “Ride to the Dome” – Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.  Friday’s visit will include visits with Senators & Legislators in a “Biker Town Hall” style meeting. 
“No court date has been set for this yet, however there was a drunk who had received a DUI.  At the court hearing, the Judge let him out.  About a month later, the guy went out, got drunk again and wrecked the girl friends car.   The original DUI which resulted in the death of the parents of children aged 2 & 4 was caused by the drunk making a LEFT hand turn in front of the motorcycle, killing mom and dad.  It was a Jefferson County judge.  ABATE members have made it known to the Judge that his leniency resulted in deaths.
Lower Yellowstone Chapter:  Kevin Thompson is the new Coordinator.  The 12th Annual Scootfest in Glendive is scheduled for May 8th, 2010.  It is a Bike Show, Poker Run and Dance.  June 19th they will hold their annual Membership Drive – Poker Run & Hog Roast.  Motorcycle Safety Classes – we have 3 weekends in June scheduled to be held in Glendive starting with June 12th.  Everyone who completes the class, ABATE members or not, will be reimbursed ½ of the cost of the class.  And they are planning a Poker Run in conjunction with the Relay for Life in Glendive.  
Road-Dogs – Houndstooth Chapter:  Rich “Peanut” Mundt reported that the Houndstooth Chapter does NOT have anything scheduled, however the Road Dogs have planned:  May 1st:  Show – N – Shine in Billings.  July 16 & 17th they will help with the Bull Pen Rally and Rodeo at the Beartooth Rally in Red Lodge.  Rich handed out posters for the upcoming Road Dogs events, in Billings, MT.
Hi-Line Chapter:  Bill Arvin reported that on: 4/24/2010 – Ride to Turner, MT, 5/15/2010 Awareness Run – Poker Run to Chester, Ft. Benton & back to Havre.  Every Saturday they meet at 15 West for a ride.  Meetings are the First Monday of every month, meeting starts at 1:00 PM.  Bill asked that we take a look at their complete ride schedule on the ABATE website.
Northern Chapter:  Glen Fengstad reported that he enjoyed a nice vacation in the Dominican Republic.
Prairie Riders:  Steve Price reported:  June 5th they are holding a Pancake Breakfast for kids and will be helping out the folks that are currently teaching the Bicycle Safety Class.  They are holding their 5th Annual Bike Show at the Omni Center in Miles City on June 5th.   
Next State Meeting Location & Time:  Saturday, July 24th in Billings at Bones/Sports Page/Doc N Eddy’s.

50/50 Drawing: $14.00 available.  $7.00 to Education Fund and $7.00 to the lucky winner, Rich “Peanut” Mundt.  Peanut donated his $7.00 to the General Fund.  
Meeting Adjournment:  Linda Baldwin made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Larry Myran.  Meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Linda Baldwin, State Secretary

E-mail version of the meeting minutes do NOT contain all of the handouts that were distributed during the meeting.
